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Somerville – June 4, 2007 - “Energy In Motion” is the title of a half-hour multimedia performance piece by Somerville-based artist Jim Cypher aka DJ-VJ Joey Daytona.  There will be eight performances of the piece from 4-8pm on Saturday June 23rd at Third Life Studio, 33 Union Square Somerville.  The admission fee is $3 per person.  Music includes selections from; Front 242, Ministry, Sex Gang Children, Apoptygma Berzerk, Cut Chemist, Jehan, Siouxsie and the Banshees and the title song from the film “Exotica”.  He received a grant from the Somerville Arts Council to perform this piece live.
“Energy In Motion (Motion In Energy)” describes an idea that our perceptions of the Middle East are over-mediated, that exploring the intent of Middle Eastern “folk” or, belly-dancing, and issues of gender equality and inequity are firmly on the “back burner” while our Western desire for inexpensive imported fossil fuels for transportation purposes skews our views and causes further divisions among physically separated peoples who are increasingly interdependent.  The definition of kinetic energy in the physical world became the artist’s basis for an exploration of it in the social, economic and political worlds.  Because even though we may want things to stop moving in the directions they are moving in, by extrapolating them out into the future we can see some scary scenarios emerging.  “We are at the end of an unsustainable system and lifestyle here in America.”
It is also an attempt to visualize the many “externalities” that are part of the use of imported fossil fuels for transportation.  Externalities are those hidden costs that are seldom discussed since they are “external to the transaction”.  When we disturb wildlife to build a pipeline or when an oil tanker leaks oil in the ocean or on a beach, those clean-up costs are considered externalities.  When global economic and political policy creates chaos and disorder in oil exporting countries, those costs are considered externalities.  When health problems associated with breathing polluted air from vehicle exhaust, the medical bills are considered externalities.  When liberty, equality, equity and freedom are diminished by conflict and strife driven by global energy policies that cost is considered an externality.  “When added up, a gallon of gas should really cost $10 or more.”
About the Artist:

Jim Cypher works at the Larz Anderson Auto Museum in Brookline, attended Emerson College and has a weekly live show on Somerville Community Access Television titled, “Joey Daytona’s World of Adventure”.  He has had his art and photography displayed at galleries in the Metro Boston area and in New York.  He recently presented a paper and participated in a panel at the MIT Media in Transition Conference.  “Energy In Motion began as a five minute experimental video and audio montage I made for my community access TV show back in November of 2006.  Since then it has grown and expanded and is now best seen live as a live performance art piece.” He said.
This project is funded in part by a grant from the Somerville Arts Council, a local agency supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

Project web page = http://www.joeydaytona.com/energyinmotion.html (photos)
Third Life Studio = http://www.thirdlifestudio.com/
Somerville Arts Council = http://www.somervilleartscouncil.org/
Definition of Externality = http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Externality
-END-

